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Neither publick business nor domestick cares detained
Burman from the prosecution of his literary inquiries; by
whicK he so much endeared himself to Grsevius, that he
was recommended by him to the regard of the university of
Utrecht, arid, accordingly, in 1696, was' chosen professor of
eloquence and history, to which was added, after some
time, the* professorship of the Greek language, and after-
wards that of politicks; so various did they conceive his
abilities, and so extensive his knowledge.
. At his entrance upon this new province, he pronounced
an oration upon eloquence and poetry.

Having now more freqiieht opportunities of displaying
his* learning, he arose, in a short time, to a high reputation,
of which the great number of his auditors \fas a sufficient
proof, and which the proficiency of his pupils showed not
to be accidental or undeserved.

In 1714, he formed a resolution of visiting Paris, not
only for the sake of conferring, in person,.upon questions
of literature, with the learned men of that place, and of gra-
tifying his curiosity with a more familiar knowledge of those
writers whose works he admired, but with a view more im-
portant, of visiting the libraries, and making those inquiries
which might be of advantage to his darling study.

The vacation of the university allowed him to stay at Paris
but six weeks, which he employed with so much dexterity
and industry, that he had searched the principal libraries,
collated a great number of manuscripts and printed copies,
and brought back a great treasure of curious observations.
In this visit to Paris he contracted an acquaintance,
among other learned men, with the celebrated father Mont-
faucon; with whom he conversed, at his first interview,
with no other character but that of a traveller; but, their
discourse turning upon ancient learning, the stranger soon
gave such proofs of his attainments, that Montfaucon de-
clared him a very uncommon traveller, and confessed his
curiosity to know his name; which he no sooner heard,
than he rose from his seat, and, embracing him with the
utmost ardour, expressed his satisfacti&n at having seen
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